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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 January 27, 2015 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:08 p.m. by the supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Schug, Balkema, Bell, and Kramer.  Samson arrived at 4:17 
p.m.  Also present were: Lt. Amy Price and Ben Brousseau. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Balkema/Schug moved to adopt the agenda as presented. CARRIED  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Balkema/Schug moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted consisting of: 

1. December 16, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes, January 8, 2015 Special Meeting Minutes. 
2. Zoning Administrator’s Report 
3. Fire Department – Joint Fire Board Report 
4. Communications 
5. Treasurer’s Report 

CARRIED 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

a.        Lt. Amy Price presented reports on December calls for service as well as an annual report 
for 2014.  Charleston remains consistently low in incidents compared to the rest of the 
county. 

b. After some discussion the Township Board decided to hold a special assessment meeting 
for the residents of North 38th Street on March 3 at 10:00 a.m. and again at 6:00 p.m. to 
inform them of the procedures and to answer questions.  A special assessment district is 
the next possible solution to the problem of fixing the road after the failure of the millage 
request last November.  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. Ben Brousseau of Appraisals Plus Group, Inc. gave a brief overview of the services he 
offers.  The Board asked many questions about the employment agreement, the one year 
assessing services contract and the five year 20% parcel review contract.  After Mr. 
Brousseau left, the Board discussed what they had heard.  Balkema/Samson moved to 
enter into a contract with Ben Brousseau and Appraisals Plus Group to provide 
assessing and parcel review services to Charleston Township for one year starting 
February 1, 2015.  CARRIED 

b. Fran informed the Board that the Planning Commission had approved the Site Plan 
Review for Bex Farms/Aggregate Resources to address a new driveway access, and 
relocation of the scales and scale house. 

c. Fran reported that he had attended a FEMA Discovery Meeting in Three Rivers for the St. 
Joseph River Watershed and came to the conclusion that Charleston Township would not 
be involved in those projects. 
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READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
 
Balkema/Samson moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
   
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
No one was in attendance. 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Don reported on the 193 car pileup on I- 94 on January 9.  He said that the Fire Chief Kevin Roomsburg 
was very pleased with and offered thanks to all the people involved in the rescue and cleanup including 
Galesburg area residents who ferried victims to the elementary school and provided food for people who 
were stranded.  Brenda provided an information sheet on revenue sharing for the budget years 06/07 
through 14/15.  Linda presented information from David Lance, the tech advisor, advising of an 
opportunity to purchase solid state drives (SSD).  On Linda’s recommendation Schug/Balkema moved to 
purchase four solid state drives at $135 each for a total of $540 and have Dave install them.  
CARRIED  Fran reported that the Road Commission had provided scheduling options for their annual 
joint meeting with the Township.  The Board opted for April 28th.  Fran also presented the invoice from 
Steensma Power & Equipment for the generator and installation charges.  Fran said that Steensma will 
return for a final inspection after Best Propane completes their part of the work in February.  Charleston 
Township received a check from the Richland Township clerk, Jackie Light who was also the Treasurer of 
the Cable Access Commission.  Linda Kramer was the President.  Richland and Charleston were the only 
municipalities still participating in the Commission when the decision was made to close the Cable Access 
Center and disband the Commission.  The assets were sold and after all the bills were paid, the proceeds 
were divided between Richland and Charleston.  Charleston received a check for $31,234.04. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Samson/Balkema moved to adjourn at 5:55 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


